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As I would have it, the painting cycle parallels my life cycle.  There seems to be a continual unfolding growth.  The 
vocabulary of my motifs slowly expands along my methods of making.  There is always revisitation, a review of a 
subject previously viewed:  perhaps in a slightly shifted light, or temperature, or as the principal in a thought on 
another day, in another field of mind, in another act of doing.  I believe also that my larger references - themes of 
mythology and place -- are expanding also.  I continue to let my reading and subsequent writing influence the 
course of my painting.  With regard to influential books on this particular body of work, aside from the poets 
(always the poets, too numerous to name) there are:  Lawrence Durrell’s The Alexandria Quartet, Ernest Becker’s 
The Denial of Death, Otto Rank’s Art and Artist, Thomas Mann’s Death in Venice, Haruki Murakami’s Dance 
Dance Dance, Roberto Calasso’s The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony, Shunryu Suzuki’s Zen Mind, 
Beginner’s Mind and Branching Streams Flow in the Darkness, Iris Murdoch’s The Good Apprentice, Nabokov’s 
Pale Fire, Salvatore Sette’s chronology of the Giorgione’s painting La Tempesta, biographies of Joan of Arc, 
Guido Reni, and Artemisia Gentileschi, and The Secret of the Golden Flower.  [I apologize for indulging in this list, 
but it does chronicle my life in the early hours of morning.] 
 
Along with reading, I continue to write poems, prose fragments, and journal entries that are so important to my 
daily painting ritual, either as instigations to painting or reflections on paintings made.  But in the end really, there 
is only the drive to my studio, the walking into my studio, the emptying of my mind, the commencement of work, 
the doing of work, the ending of work, the walking out of my studio, and the drive home. 
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